The cost of assistive devices for children with mobility limitation.
This study evaluated the costs of assistive devices for children with motor limitations at home, in day care, and in school, and the effect of diagnosis and severity of disabilities on costs. 201 children (mean age 7.4 years) who used 1274 various assistive devices (85.7% at home, 6.1% in day care, and 8.2% in school) were studied. The cost per device varied from $8.14 to $8138 with an average value of $539 per device. The distribution of costs per capita was unequal: 52.2% of children used 15.6% of total costs and 4.5% of children used 20.8% of total costs. The severity of motor impairment and the age of the child were the most important indicators associated with the need and cost of assistive devices. Assistive devices for basic needs, such as sitting, mobility, and personal hygiene, had a relatively low effect on costs in comparison with the high-technology devices, like powered wheelchairs and computers. Better cooperation with day care and school professionals, better assessment of needs, follow-up and recirculation of assistive devices are ways to promote rehabilitation services and partly solve the discrepancies between the costs of available technology and the resources to pay for it.